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KINNEY BRO'S.
HIGH CLASS CIGARETTES.
MONTROSE, WINNER OF

THE KENTUCKY DERBY |B&87
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Isaac Lewis was born in Hutchinson Station,
Bourbon County in 1867. He and his brother
Garrett Davis Lewis both worked as jockeys. Isaac
rode Montrose to win the 1887 Kentucky Derby.
He would later work as a groom at the Harlem
Jockey Club in Illinois and was managing a
Turkish bath in Chicago in 1910. He died in 1919.

[Image from the Library of Congress]
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Organized in the 1870s, Paris Western was the C|ty colored school for
more than 80 years. The Western High School opened by 1888 as more
and more Black students enrolled in school. The Western School served
all grades until 1963 when the high school was desegregated. All city
schools were desegregated by 1970. The building was eventually torn
down in the 1970s.

Paris Western served as a focal point of the community with a record
of excellence in academics and sports. Their colors were blue and
white and they were the Western Tigers. They gained national
attention when the basketball team won the 22nd National Basketball
Tournament for Black High Schools in 1953 led by William Reed. Reed

would also serve as the school's last principal.

m hopewe”mus(ga%ground image is of a poster drawn in 1988 by Clayton Roberts.
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Zella Mae Whaley Warren was born in Ruddles
Mill, Bourbon County around 1887. She was the
daughter of George Spencer Whaley and Mary
Whaley. She married Elias T. Warren, Sr. and they
had a son Elias T. Warren, Jr. Their son was born
around 1908 which also seems to be when they
were married. Zella does not appear in the 1910
census and Elias and his father are shown as livin
with his father's mother and stepfather on 7th
Street. Elias Senior died in 1914 leaving a six year
old Elias living with his paternal grandparents.
Elias Junior eventually moved to Ohio where he
remained until his death in 1991.
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Bill Brown worked in Paris as a barber at different
shops throughout his lifetime. He was born in
1887 to James Brown and Nancy Simpson in
Clintonville. At the time of his death in 1954 he
was living at west 8th Street. Barbering seems to
have been Brown's lifelong occupation as he was
working as one by 1910 and maintained that
career until his death. Bill Brown also worked for
Walter(Walker) Dimmitt around 1920. Dimmitt
owned his own barbershop in Paris. We do not
know how long he worked for Dimmitt, but his

hopewellmuseum 1942 WWII draft registration card shows that he
— was working in a barbershop owned by Ed Hitch.

Hitch owned his barbershop for over 50 years.
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The first Phyllis Wheatley Club was established in 1895 in
Nashville. These clubs were named for Phyllis Wheatley,
the first African American author of a published book of
poetry. The purposes of these clubs varied based on
location, but most were involved in community &
personal improvements in some way - from education,
oting rights, literacy, and other forms of social reform.
The Paris chapter focused on education - including
recruiting young Black women to attend Kentucky State
University - Kentucky's only HBCU. The Paris chapter
celebrated its centennial in 2010, they officially joined
— the Federation of African American Woman's Clubs in
ﬂh E}S?OREQ{AVRE'J(@QO{;?O‘L{Q 1914. It is still an active chapter today.(Information
provided by Mrs. Anna Allen-Edwards).
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Teacher civic leader
Allce Hillman dies

By Jennifer Hewlett
Herald-Leader staff writer

Alice Louise Hillman, a retired
Bourbon County teacher and civic
leader, died Wednesday at Bourbon
General Hospital after a long illness.
Mrs. Hillman, of the Little Rock com-
munity in Bourbon County, was 85.

She was a former president and
vice president of the Kentucky Associ-
ation of Colored Women’s Clubs. At
the time of her death, she was the
secretary-treasurer of the scholarship
loan fund of the Kentucky Association
of Colored Women’s Clubs. She also
was a member of the National Associ-
ation of Colored Women’s Clubs.

Mrs. Hillman was also a former
president of the Phyllis Wheatley
Charity Club in Paris.

At the time of her death, she was
a member of the board of Community
Action Lexington-Fayette County,
which serves Bourbon, Nicholas and
Harrison counties, as well as Fayette
County.

A member of Fairview Christian
Church, she had taught adult Sunday
school classes, was a choir member,
and had served on several committees
at the church. She also was active in
the Christian Women’s Fellowship.

Mrs. Hillman, who began her
teaching career at the age of 15, had
taught at Clintonville and North Mid-
dletown schools in Bourbon County for
about 21 years until her retirement.
She also had taught at schools in
Madison County, Lexington and Co-
lumbia, Tenn.

“I loved her dearly,” said Helen
Turner of Paris, a longtime friend.
“Whatever she did, she did well. . ..
She often referred to herself as a

Alice Hillman

natural-born, called-out teacher.

“She was just someone that I
looked up to. . .. I just think she was a
real Christian lady and a true friend.

.. True friends are hard to find.”

Mrs. Hillman was a graduate of
what is now Kentucky State Universi-
ty and a member of the Paris Chapter
of the Kentucky State University
Alumni Association.

She was the widow of Robert
Hillman.

Surviving are three sisters, Paige
Baftle and Rachel Hall, both of Co-
lumbia, Tenn., and Sarah Moore of
Nashville; a brother, James Monroe
Stephenson of Columbia, Tenn.; and a
number of nieces and nephews.

Martyn-Hurley Funeral Home in
Paris is in charge of arrangements,
which were incomplete last night.
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Born in Tennessee in 1896, Allce Hillman eventually
moved to Bourbon County where she was a teacher
for more than 20 years in North Middletown and
Clintonville. Hillman was heavily involved in the
Kentucky Association of Colored Women's Clubs,
including serving as vice-president and president.
t the time of her death in 1986 she was serving as

the secretary-treasurer of the scholarship loan

fund. She was also president of the Bourbon
County chapter of the Phyllis Wheatley Club.

Later presidents of the club included Mrs. Elizabeth
P. Thomas, Mrs. Helen P. Turner, Mrs. Ernestine C.
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provided by Mrs. Anna Allen-Edwards).
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Former Suxilphonlﬂ Recalis Playing
Fox-Trots For Paris’ Own
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Maceo Bishop, whose recollections about the dance

bands of the Twenties made the accompanying piece
possible, is shown seated above with the sax he play-
ed at many dances in and around Paris, Standing is
another accomplished saxaphonist of the era, George
Lewis. Both men were much in demand in the hey-
day of jazz music in these parts.

GHARLES MAGEO

Bishop was born around 1897 and was a well-known
musician around Paris, especially during the 1920s and
30s. He played many a local dance, especially during
the heyday of Jazz in the area. He was an organist at St.
Paul United Methodist Church in Paris for 67 years,
only retiring in 1984. He played saxophone, piano, and
drums and learned to play while a student at Western
High School. He also taught music while a student.

Bishop was married to Daisy Hitch in 1919. They lived
in Newtown, a Black community in Bourbon County.
hopewellmuseum They both passed in 1990 and were married for 70
4 HISTORIC PARIS-BOURBON COUNTY years. (Images from the Bourbon County Citizen and
provided to us by Tessa Bishop Hoggard).




,j' tokez of our.most sincers asteam, we, sre Llaﬁa,ef,l
@e t2is amnual t0 ~-~-~----Prineips} ==

7
Mies M. E. Kellls "

ish character, kxnd waysis whelescme interes "1, *¥‘;f E;iﬁ
]lt‘ance and 10;&1 devotion to our schaol mondty -

MARY E. RELLIS HISTORY

Mary Kellis was born in Paris around 1900. She received a
college education and went on to serve as a teacher and
later principal of Paris Western High School in the 1940s and
early 1950s. Her sister Mattie was also a teacher in Paris. In

the 1940 census she is listed as owning her own home at
613 Williams Street where her older siblings lived with her.
During WWII she helped organize civilian war efforts
through Paris Western. The photo above is from the 1951
Paris Western yearbook, which was dedicated to her. After
Brown vs. Board led the way for school integration across
the country in 1954, Kellis was named secretary to the
integration committee tasked with developing a plan to
h. Ds?omcemggmegoﬁ?oldm desegregate Paris city schools. Kellis died in 1956 , seven
years before desegregation began in Paris city schools.
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Dr. James “Jim” Combs Allen was bornin 1932 to William Sterling and
Anna Rebecca Jackson Allen in Currentsville and attended the primary
“Colored” school helped founded by his grandfather, Israel Jackson. He
later attended Western High School where he was a member of the
1950 basketball team that held the distinction of being the tallest
basketball team in the nation. All the members stood over 6 feet tall.
Jim reached the height of 6'9”. After graduation Jim went to the
renowned Tuskegee Institute where he majored in veterinary medicine.
Bourbon county did not have any use for an African American
veterinarian so he set out for California with his wife Madelyn, the
daughter of the Vice-President of Meharry Medical School. They
stopped in Scottsville, KY, to interview for a job to work on large
animals. Although they were not keen on his being black when they
e EEIIEEDlRy] saw his skills and looked at his stature they offered him the position.
A e X! He would go own and establish the first African American owned
veterinary practice in the state of Kentucky. He died in 1996.
(Information provided by Mrs. Anna Allen-Edwards)
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Manes Hazzard was born in Tennessee in 1933. He
worked for the Ford Motor Company in Detroit
before and while on break from attending
Kentucky State University. His time there was
interrupted by service in the U.S. Army during the
Korean War. He would return and finish his
degree where he would meet alumnus Nana
Crumbie. They married and he began work at IBM
in Lexington and he would eventually retire from
- there after 27 years. Hazzard was active in the
sl Paris community at St. Paul's Methodist Church.
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“Win With Wilson” - A Paris native, George W.
Wilson was the first African-American to serve in a
gubernatorial cabinet when Governor JohnY.
Brown, Jr. appointed him the secretary of the
Department of Corrections in 1981. He held that
position for 8 years at a time where he said “no
black had ever exercised power in the state”.
During this time he was one of state government'’s
most visible executives. He would later serve in
the same position in Ohio before returning to
Kentucky. After his return he ran for Kentucky’s
{ hopewellmuseum Secretary of State in the 1995 primary where he
- ultimately lost to John Y. Brown Ill. Wilson was
born in 1943 and passed away in 2005.
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Jim Kelly was born in Mille
County in 1946. He attended Bourbon County
High School where he played a variety of sports.
He eventually found martial arts, training in the
in Lexington. During the 1970s he became one of
the most deocrated in the sport. Kelly is known as
the first Black martial arts film star, with his
most famous role as co-star in Bruce Lee's Enter
the Dragon from 1973. Kelly stood out as the only
prominent Black martial artist during a period
when most Black fighters were boxers. He largely
hopewe!museum retired from film in 1982. He operated his own
dojo in California for many years. He passed away
in 2013.
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A graduate of Paris High School, Donna Hazzard
was the first woman from Bourbon County to
attend the U.S. Naval Academy. She was also in
only the 3rd class of women accepted to the
Academy. She attended from 1978-1982 and
graduated as an officer. Her mother, Nanna, was
a teacher and together with her daughter they
integrated Southside Elementary in Paris as

teacher and student.

W‘h hopewellmuseum
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